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UNECE Support for Trade 

Facilitation in Ukraine 

– Implementing advanced TF instrument (Port Community 

System or local SW) in Odessa.  

– Relying on local resources (involve private business) 

– Plans to build sectorial (maritime or transport) SW, as per 

EU DG MOVE Directive 2010/65/EU, and  

– national SW as per art. 10 of the WTO TF Agreement and 

EU’s Multiannual Strategic Plan on e-Customs  

– Interagency WG on TF and Logistics established  



Facilitation and Compliance =  

two sides of the same coin 

Governments and business have the same objective: increase trade and economic growth 
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Trade Facilitation Principles 

Need full cooperation between government authorities and the business community 

In the different regions of Ukraine: falling production between 2%  and 50%;  

falling exports between 12% and 96% yoy 
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Projects on: 
1. Port Community System – local Single Window 
2. Establishing a National Trade Facilitation 

Committee 
3. Assessment of the readiness of Ukraine to 

implement the WTO TF Agreement 
4. Draft a national TF strategic plan 

 



The WTO TFA: 

Special and differentiated approach 

Substantive Rules: Section I Substantive Rules: Section I 

A Category B Category C Category 

• Longer 
timeframe 

• Technical 
Assistance for 

implementation 

• Longer 
timeframe 

• Done in 
Ukraine 1 

August 2015 

Assess readiness;  
WTO notification (A, B, C);  

Technical assistance projects 



How the assessment was  

carried out (1) 

• Stage 1 - primary data collection (by 6 Apr.2015) 

• Stage 2 – analysis of the data: disparity in responses! 

• Stage 3 - validation of the initial report (28 Apr.2015) - 

identified the need to redraft the report and clarify the 

primary data. An attempt to expand the survey failed  

interpret available data. 

• Stage 4 - interpret the primary data. Compare and 

analyze trading practices in Ukraine and compare with 

the compliance with the Revised Kyoto Convention 

(ratified by Ukraine).  



The assessment (2) 

• Stage 5 - identify the reasons for the significant 

differences in the responses (e.g. incorrect 

implementation of the Revised Kyoto Convention) and 

then select the most accurate responses for the 

assessment and categorization of the implementation of 

the TFA measures.  

• Stage 6 – validate the revised report: (1) complementary 

survey and (2) formal discussion and validation of the 

findings: 30 Sept.-2 Oct. 2015. 



The questionnaire 
• A key element of the methodology. Aimed at showing:  

a) the level of readiness of Ukraine to comply with the 

conditions and requirements of the TFA; 

b) priority and categorization for each measure; 

c) resources needed in cases when Ukrainian agencies 

identify the need for more time or technical assistance. 

• Focused on 37 measures in 13 articles of the TFA.  

• Questions divided into "basic" and "supporting".  

• Comparison between the actual state of affairs and 

the situation after the concrete TFA measure is 

implemented.  



Transparency measures Fees and procedures Transit and 

organizational issues 

Art. 1.1.  Publication of laws, procedures, etc.  
Art. 6.1.  General Disciplines on Fees and Charges Imposed on or in Connection with 

Importation and Exportation 
Art. 11.    Freedom of Transit 

Art. 1.2.  Information available through internet Art. 6.2.  Specific disciplines on Fees and Charges Art. 12.    Customs Cooperation 

Art. 1.3.  Enquiry Points Art. 6.3.  Penalty Disciplines 
Art. 23.    Institutional arrangements: 

Committee on Trade Facilitation 

Art. 1.4.  Notification 

Art. 7.     Release and Clearance of Goods 

Art. 7.1   Pre-arrival Processing 

Art. 7.2.  Electronic Payment 

Art. 2.  Opportunity to comment and 

information before entry into force & 

consultation 

Art. 7.4.  Risk Management 

Art. 3.     Advance rulings  Art. 7.5.  Post-clearance Audit 

Art. 4.     Appeal or review procedures  Art. 7.6.  Establishment and Publication of Average Release Times 

Art. 5.1.  Notifications for enhanced controls or 

inspections  
Art. 7.7.  Trade Facilitation Measures for Authorized Operators 

Art. 5. 2. Detention  Art. 7.8.  Expedited Shipments 

Art. 5. 3. Test procedures  Art. 7.9.  Perishable Goods 

Art. 8.     Border Agency Cooperation 

Art. 9.     Movement of Goods under Customs Control Intended for Import 

Art. 10.1. Formalities and Documentation Requirements 

Art. 10.2. Acceptance of Copies 

Art. 10.3. Use of International Standards  

Art. 10.4. Single Window 

Art. 10.5. Pre-shipment Inspection 

Art. 10.6. Use of Customs Brokers 

Art. 10.7. Common Border Procedures and Uniform Documentation Requirements 

Art. 10.8. Rejected Goods 

Art. 10.9. Temporary Admission of Goods/Inward and Outward Processing 

Measures in the Agreement 



Assessment report on the readiness of Ukraine to 

implement the WTO TFA 

– Limited administrative capacity to implement:  

 need to train staff and involve capable staff 

– Further focus on :  

• Top priority: implement measures notified as category A, but 

no real capacity to implement  focus on: Publication; 

Information via Internet; Pre-arrival Processing; TF measures 

for Authorized Operators; Perishable Goods; Border Agency 

Cooperation; Establish a National TF Committee; 

• Notify category B and C measures;  

• Make plans with budgets and timelines for category B and C 

measures. 



Results of the assessment of the readiness 

of Ukraine to implement the WTO TFA 

 







Priority issues for Ukraine:  

• Rebuild State institutions (problem in all transition economies)  

• Rebuild trust:  

– in conflict zones  

– public-private (PPP - no legal or organizational base yet)  

• Ukraine caught between two regional trade blocs: EU & EEU. 

• Rely on local resources (commitment → real results) 

• Adequate attitude to staff and resources: train, maintain capacity.  

• When reviewing regulatory procedures and practices: keep the 

balance between trade facilitation and compliance.  

 

 



Thanks ! 
  

Mario Apostolov 

Regional Adviser 

Palais des Nations, Room 458 

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 

tel.: +41 22 9171134 

fax: +41 22 9170037 

e-mail: mario.apostolov@unece.org  

www.unece.org/trade   &   www.unece.org/cefact 


